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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

1 . (currently amended) A sidevval! for a plant container, comprising: 
a substantially water-impermeable root-tip-ttapping region; and 

a porous air-root-pruning region adjacent the root-tip-trapping region ^ wherein the root-lip- 
trapping region is a contiguous upper portion of the sidewall and the air-root^rum 
contiguous lower portion of the sidewall 

2. (original) The sidevval! of claim 1 , wherein the root-tip-trapping region is colinear with the 
air~root~priming region. 

3. (original) The sidewall of claim 1 . wherein the rooi-iip-trappmg region comprises a porous 
fabric layer bonded Co a layer of a root-impenetrable material. 

4. (canceled) 

5. (original) The sidewall of claim 1 , wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises between 
1/2 and 9/10 of the sidewall. 

6. (original) The sidewall of claim 1 s wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises between 
2/3 and 3/4 of the sidevval 1 . 

7. (original) The sidewall of claim 1 s wherein the sidewall is flexible, rigid, or a combination 
thereof. 
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8. (original) The sidewall of claim I , wherein the root-tip-trapping and air-root-pruning regions 
form a bendable sheet. 

9. (original) The sidewall of claim I , wherein the air-root-pruning region includes protuberances 
having outwardly extending distal ends that are open. 

10. (original) The sidewall of claim 1. wherein the root-tip-trapping region includes 
protuberances having outwardly extending distal ends that are closed to trap roots. 

1 i . (original) The sidewall of claim I , wherein the edge of the sidewall is secured by a method 
selected from sewing, gluing, plastic welding, hooking, rivoting, screwing, bolting, bonding, and 
comb uiations (hereof. 

12. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is water- 
impermeable. 

13. (original) The sidewall of claim L wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises greater 
than 10 .rooWip-trapping elements per square inch. 

1 4. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric has a weight between 2 and i 0 
ounces per square yard. 

15. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric has a weight between 4 and 6 
ounces per square yard. 

1 6. (original) The sidewall of claim 3 ; wherein the porous fabric has openings between 1/16 and 
% inch. 
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17. (original) The sidewatl of claim 3 S wherein the porous fabric is a spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 

18. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is selected from polyester, 
polypropylene or other olefin fiber. 

19, (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is a woven or knitted fabric. 

20, (original) The sidewall of claim 3 , wherein the porous fabric is degradable. 
2L (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is cotton. 

22. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is opaque. 

23. (original) The sidewall of claim 22, wherein the porous fabric is black or gray. 

24. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the porous fabric is bonded onto the root- 
impenetrable materia] by a method selected from gluing, laminating and combinations thereof 

25. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is reflective. 

26. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is a polymer sheet 

27. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is selected from 
polyethylene and polypropylene. 

28. (original) The sidewall of claim 3 5 wherein the root-impenetrable material is metal. 
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29. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the rooMoipenetrable material is a metal foil 

30. (original) The sidewall of claim 22, wherein the root-impenetrable layer is pervious to If V 
radiation, 

31 * (original) The sidewall of claim 3 5 wherein the root-impenetrahle material is whi te. 

32. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the mot-impenetrable' layer has a thickness 
between 2 and 10 mils. 

33. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable layer has a thickness 
between 3 and 5 mils. 

34. (original) The sidewall of claim 3, wherein the root-impenetrable material is biodegradable, 

35. (original) The sidewall. of claim 34 ? wherein the biodegradable material is selected from 
wood, fiber, starch, polyhydroxyalkanoates, po!ycaproiaetone ? polylactide aliphatic copolymer, 
polylactide, aliphatic polyester, an aliphatic-aromatic copolymer, and combinations thereof 

36. (currently amended) The sidewall of claim ([ 1 ]] 70, wherein the regions are configured in a 
pattern selected from rows, columns, dots, checkerboard, and combinations thereof 

37. (original) The sidewall of claim 1 , wherein the sidewall is an integral part of a container. 

38. (original) The sidewall of claim K wherein the sidewall is a discrete panel that can form a 
container. 

39 . (currently amended) The sidewall of claim [[].]] 70, wherein there are two or more root-tip- 

Page 5 of 1 1 



WHIT/0G02.A 

trapping regions, 

40, (currently amended) The sidewall of claim [[ 1 ]] 70 3 wherein there are two or more air-root- 
pruning regions. 

4L (currently amended) A container formed by bending and securing opposed edges of one or 
more sidewall panels together, wherein the sidewall comprises a substantially water-impermeable 
root-tip-trapping region and a porous air-root-pruning region adjacent the root-tip-trapping region, 
wherein the root-tip-trapping region is a contiguous uppe r portion of the sidewall and the air-root- 
pruning region is a contiguous lower portion of the sidewall 

42. (withdrawn) The container of claim 41 s wherein the root- tip- trapping region is a contiguous 
upper portion of the sidewall and the air-root-pruning region is a contiguous lower portion of the 
sidewall, and wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises between 1 12 and 9/1 0 of the sidewall. 

43. (withdrawn) The container of claim 41, wherein the rooHip-trapping region comprises a 
root-impenetrable sheet bonded to a porous fabric having openings with a diameter between 1/16 and 
Ya inch. 

44. (withdrawn) The container of claim 43. wherein the root-impenetrable material is selected 
from polyethylene and polypropylene. 

45. (withdrawn) The sidewall of claim 43 ; wherein the porous fabric is a spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 

46. (currently amended) A^idewal^r^^tont-contai^ r , comprisin g; 
a-water-perH^eablerporo^is-febR^a y o r and a wat e r impe Bi^abterroot4iH^ne^mble4ayef 

bonded~to-a^Ofyon-oP4 he outer face of th e~fabrie4ayeft The sidewall of claim 12. wherein the 
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porous fabric layer of the root-tip-traoping region extends be vond the laver of root-impenetrable 
material to form the porous aSr-rpbt-pru.ni.tig region. (Specification, paragraph [0022]) 

47. (original) The apparatus of claim 46 ? wherein the porous fabric is a spun bonded, needle 
punched fabric. 

48. (original) The apparatus of claim 47, wherein the fabric has a density between 2 and 10 
ounces per square yard. 

49. (original) The apparatus of claim 46, wherein the root-impenetrable layer comprises 
polyethylene and the porous fabric comprises spun bonded fabric, 

50. (original) The apparatus of claim 49, wherei n the polyethylene has a thickness between 2 and 
10 mils, 

5 1 . (currently amended) A method of growing a plant in a pot comprising the steps of: 
air-pruning roots of the plant in a contiguous lower sidewall portion of the pot; and 
trapping root tips of the plant in [[an]] a contiguous upper sidewall portion of the pot. 

wherein the upper sidewall portion is substantially water-impermeable . 

52. (original) The method of claim 5 1 . further comprising: 
preventing water loss through the upper sidewall portion of the pot. 

53. (original) The method of claim 52. further comprising: 

draining excess water out of the pot through the lower sidewall portion of the pot. 

54. (original ) The method of claim 53 ; further comprising: 

providing oxygen 10 the roots through the lower sidewall portion of the pot 
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55-62. (cancelled) 

63. (new) The sidewall ofclaim 1 , wherein the porous fabric layer of the root-tip-trapping region 
ex lends beyond the layer of a root-impenetrable material to form the arr-rool-pmning region. 

64. (new) The sidewall ofclaim 46, wherein the layer of root-impenetrable material is disposed 
over 1/2 to 9/10 of the porous fabric layer. 

65. (new) A sidewall for a plant container, comprising: 

a substantially wateinmpermeable root-tip-rrapping region; and 

a porous air~rcwi-pruning region adjacent the root-tip-trapping region, wherein the root-tip- 
trapping region comprises between I/2 : aud 9/10'of the sidewall. 

66. (new) The sidewall ofclaim 65, wherein the rooHip-trapping region comprises between 2/3 
and 3/4 of the sidewal l 

67. (new) The sidewall of claim 65 ? wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises a porous 
fabric layer bonded to a layer of a root-impenetrable material 

68. (new) The sidewall ofclaim 67, wherein the porous fabric layer of the root4ip~trapping 
region extends beyond the layer of root-impenetrable material to fonn the porous air-root-pruning 
region. 

69. (new) The sidewall ofclaim 65, wherein the regions are configured in a pattern selected from 
rows, columns, dots, checkerboard, and combinations thereof. 

70. (new) A sidewall for a plant container, comprising: 
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a substantially water-impermeable root-tip-trapping region; and 

a porous air-root-pnming region adjacent the root-tip-trappmg region, wherein the root-tip- 
trapping and air-root-pruning regions form a b^dablq^eei 

7 1 * (new) The sidewall of claim 70, wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises between 1 12 
and 9/10 of the sidewall, 

72. (new) The sidewall of claim 70, wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises between 2/3 
and 3/4 of the sidewall 

73. (new) The sidewall of claim 70, wherein the root-tip-trapping region comprises a porous 
fabric layer bonded to a layer of a roof impenetrable material 

74. (new) The sidewall of claim 73. wherein the porous fabric layer of the root-tip-trapping 
region extends beyond the layer of root-impenetrable material to form the porous air-root-pruning 
region. 
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